
Ignite Yorkshire is a project all about the story of making things on a
grand scale in Yorkshire. This exploded in size in the late 1700s with the
start of the Industrial Revolution but rural parts of of North Yorkshire
had been making glass, rope, pottery, textiles, mining and quarrying way
before then. Ripon was famous for making steel spurs (metal spikes on
horse riding boots) in the time of Henry VIII!

During the industrial revolution parts of North
Yorkshire had textile mills spinning and weaving wool,
cotton, flax (linen) and even silk. Towns like Skipton,
Knaresborough and Harrogate had quite a few mills
but they were also built all over the western part of the
county. Stone, sand and gravel were quarried to build
the growing cities further to the south and north and
iron stone was mined and transported to be forged
into steel. Coal and lead were mined, as was alum, an
important chemical for dyeing cloth. Without these
materials and farm products like wool and grain for
food and brewing the industries, mills and factories of
the cities could not exist.

Examples of names of street and features
that link to past industries:

Tentergate Close, Knaresborough (tenters
were frames for drying and stretching cloth)

Pottery Lane, Ripon

Quarry Hills Lane, Leyburn

Limekiln Wood

           Are there any near you?

Take a walk with a notebook or a camera and
capture names of places with industrial
sounding names. Look out for re-purposed
buildings or ones that have fallen out of use.
Spot features in the landscape such as
straight rockfaces of quarries, filled in clay
and gravel pits, piles of stones that could be
from mining and old railway lines. They could
start to reveal a story from the past right on
your doorstep.

You could follow this up by looking at map to
see if you can spot more clues or land
features. You could do some research online
or from books to find out more, or speak to
someone who has lived in your area for a
long time. They may remember past goings
on that have now left few traces.

Walk into History

North Yorkshire produced food for the growing
populations of the industrial cities.. The famous
Wensleydale cheese produced at Hawes grew
to industrial scale production to meet the
demand. Milk was taken by train to the cities in
great quantities.

Find more ideas and
ways to get involved at
igniteyorks.org.uk

Clues in Place Namessomething to do...


